
The i m p w e l l fulfils fhe promise of its design brilliance 

Two Imps, Deluxe 

™" and Super Wagon 

The H i l lman range presents an interesting study in engineer ing contrasts a n d develop­
ments. Ranging f rom the Super M inx Station W a g o n w i t h its very convent ional eng ine, dr ive 
a n d suspension elements clothed in a c lean, fresh body uni t , we l l instrumented a n d f in ished, 
to the Imp wh i ch complete ly contradicts the Rootes design fo rmu la w i t h its h i g h - r e w i n g , 
a l u m i n i u m rear mounted o.h.c. engine a n d a l l - independent suspension carr ied in a styl ized 
box shape body for m a x i m u m space usage. ^ 

The Deluxe, remains essential ly a f am i l y car — sensibly free of a n y ma jor vices. 
Their pract icab i l i ty is ev ident in their ba lanced lines, excellent f in ish , large glass a r e a , 
b ig door openings, roomy rear seats, adequate engine power , sensibly spaced gear rat ios 
a n d engine accessibi l i ty. 

Performance is g o o d , w i t h moderate accelerat ion a n d stable corner ing — free o f ex­
cessive body roll thanks to the ant i - ro l l bar n o w mounted on the f ront coil spr ing suspension. 

Top-gear pu l l ing power is good th roughout a w i d e speed range a n d it is this b road 
top gear per formance tha t w i l l endear it to the average f a m i l y motorist a n d cer ta in ly 
to the women- fo l k . 

The Super Minx Wagon — a car of many roles. 
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The Hillman deluxe, a family car. 

The gearbox performs its funct ions w e l l , the ratios are appropr ia te l y spaced a n d the 
synchromesh most ef fect ive. 

The unassisted brakes (discs at the f ront) are excellent a n d do not require high peda l 
pressures. 

A lso ava i l ab le are the versat i le a n d capacious Super Station W a g o n a n d the Deluxe 
automat ic wh ich provides the ease of clutchless gear changes a t the expense of s l ight ly 
h igher fuel consumpt ion. 

The i m p is a very pract ical smal l car tha t possesses an ou ts tand ing ly at t ract ive a n d 
spacious appearance. Logical a n d w e l l deve loped, it provides relat ively fast motor ing on a 
smal l economy w i t h a good 4 0 m.p.g . , 5 , 0 0 0 mi le oi l changes a n d no greasing points to 
keep maintenance costs to a m i n i m u m . 

The focal point o f the Imp ' s ingenu i ty is the rear mounted motor — wh ich breaks 
w i t h English product ion car t rad i t i on , a n d wh ich provides a f r isky p2r formance as long as 
the gearbox is used fu l l y . The 875 c.c. cast a l u m i n i u m engine w i t h single overhead 
the gearbox is used f u l l y . The 875 c.c. cast a l u m i n i u m engine w i t h single overhead 
camshaf t w a s designed by Coventry Cl imax in co l laborat ion w i t h Rootes. Canted to save 
space, it produces 4 2 b.h.p. gross at 5 , 0 0 0 r .p .m. on a h igh compression rat io o f 1 0 to 1 
made pract icable by its inherent eff iciency. 

Steering is l ight a n d precise, the gear change de l i gh t fu l l y quick, a n d the clutch most 
unusua l ly l ight . 

Its hand l i ng was outs tanding for a rear -engined car. In normal runn ing the car 
understeers slightly,- this changes to oversteer as corner ing speed goes up. Even though the 
dr iver is a l w a y s a w a r e o f the w e i g h t beh ind h im , the Imp inherent ly is incredib ly safe. 
Neutra l corner ing can be induced by a l te r ing tyre pressures, though the ride is genera l ly 
comfor tab le a n d stable. 

The Tulip Rally winning Hillman Imp 'driven by Rosemary Smith and "Tiny 
Lewis" motors on through heavy snow. Note alloy wheels. 
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The controls of t h e Imp — simple, adequate and convenient. 

Imp Super Deluxe is the same as the Standard mode l , but w i t h added features such 
as carpets, ind iv idua l f ron t seats, t w i n sun visors, bumper over-r iders a n d chrome whee l 
t r im discs. M a n y minor mechanical modi f icat ions have been made since its int roduct ion 
in Ap r i l 1 9 6 4 . 

FEATURES AS STANDARD: 

IMP SUPER DELUXE: Open ing rear w i n d o w , automat ic choke, sealed steering box, head lamp 
f lasher, t w o luggage compar tments , f o ld ing seat squab, a l l a l u m i n i u m diecast eng ine, 
a l l synchromesh gearbox , a l l independent suspension. 

SUPER M I N X I I : SLANON W A G O N — Heater a n d demister, safety bel t mount ings, p a d d e d 
sun" visors w i t h a van i t y mir ror , disc brakes on the f ron t whee ls , au tomat ic t ransmission 
ava i l ab le at extra cost, windscreen washer , ind iv idua l f ron t seats, stat ion w a g o n version 
ava i l ab le . 

DELUXE: Ven t i l a t ing ducts, windscreen washer , safety belt mount ings, extensive safety 
• p a d d i n g , disc brakes on the f ront wheels , no greasing points, au tomat ic t ransmission 

ava i lab le as an ex t ra . 

MODELS AVAILABLE: H i l lman Imp, Deluxe Imp, Super M inx I I , stat ion w a g o n . Super M i n x 
II au tomat ic w a g o n , Deluxe sa loon, Deluxe automat ic saloon. 

TABLE IMP DELUXE GAZELLE 

ESSENTIAL DATA: 
OHC 4 O H V 4 O H V 4 

875 c.c. 1 7 2 5 c.c. 1 7 2 5 c.c. 
B.H.P 4 2 7 0 8 5 

68 x 6 0 . 4 81 .5 x 8 2 . 5 8 1 . 5 x 82 .5 
Transmission 4 f loor 4 f i r (auto op.) 4 f i r . (auto op.) 

I T 7 " 1 3 ' 5 } " 1 3 ' 5 V ' 

O N THE ROAD: 
Gear speeds: 

25 27 2 9 
50 4 5 4 8 

Third 7 5 7 4 8 2 
80 84 9 6 

Accelerat ion 
6.1 5.4 4 .5 

0 - 4 0 9.7 8.2 6 .7 
0 - 5 0 15.1 11.3 9 .2 
0 - 6 0 2 3 . 4 1 5 . 9 12 .4 

N o r m a l m.p .g . ( tour ing range) 3 7 (222) 2 7 (270) 23 (230) 

53 


